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Taken as a whole, these three innovations, i.e., the G.I.L., the
Commission for Rural Schools, and the E.N.I.M. did not
constitute a transformation of education. The method which
has been called * Fascistization' by degrees, a kind of 'Fabian*
method, was applied in all these cases. The same can be said
of other measures taken by Bottai in the same period. Military
education in the schools was for some reason put on a more
scholastic basis. The number of hours devoted to it was in-
creased; more detailed programmes were dictated; the State
books to be used for this subject were first published in 1937.
These books, written by officers of the armed forces and experts
on military matters, gave, as Bottai said, *a clear documentation
of the exceptional strengthening of the Italian armed forces due
to the efforts of the Duce . . . ; they will increase Fascist enthu-
siasm among youth, make more nostalgic the lucky ones who
fought for their country, and arouse interest among people
generally, no longer ignorant of the needs of the nation and of its
military destiny'. The help which the wireless could give to
political propaganda in the schools was emphasized by Bottai
over and over again. The limitation in the number of women
teachers in secondary schools became stricter than it had been,
in accordance with the precept that Fascist education must be
manly. The * demographic campaign * was responsible for restric-
tions on the careers of bachelors, to the point that unmarried men
were prevented from becoming permanent professors in the
universities. The liking for ceremonies in which the usual big
words and symbols should catch the eyes and imagination of the
young people led the Minister to order that the scholastic year
should be inaugurated everywhere with great solemnity. The
necessity that the * Fascist style* should become the normal be-
haviour of both teachers and pupils was emphasized on all
occasions; in practice, the use of *tu* and *voi* instead of *Lei^
in addressing people, and the Fascist salute instead of the hand-
shake or taking off the hat, were to be enforced everywhere as a
proof that the old times had passed away for good.
For the rest, ministerial activity went on as it had practically
always done, beforehand during Fascism. A number of new
schools were opened to receive the steadily increasing popula-
tion; small changes were made in the curricula of several schools;
a new general regulation for the order of studies in the universi-
ties left things practically as they were under the De Vecehi
reform; the age-limits for candidates for examinations in the
secondary schools, which had been abolished a few years before,
were re-introduced. Nothing occurred to fulfil the order given
by Mussolini, and repeated by Bottai when he started on his
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